
FACT SHEET  

Economy 

American Community Survey Comparative Estimates 

 Centre County, Pennsylvania and the 

United States 

County 

PA 

US 

PERCENT CHANGE IN PERSONS  

IN THE LABOR FORCE 

Increased (+) 0.5% 
134,006 (2011-2013 estimate) 

Decreased (-) 0.6% 
10.3 million (2011-2013 estimate) 

Decreased (-)1.3% 

248.5 million (2011-2013 estimate) 

Source: American Community Survey Comparative Economic Estimates, 2011 - 2013.  Prepared by the Centre County Planning and  

Community Development Office. February 25, 2015.                  Page 1 of 2 

Median Earnings 

For all workers 

County 
PA US 

Increased 

6% 
to 

$21,762 

annually 

Decreased 

2.2% 

to 

$31,541 

annually 

Decreased 

1.2% 

to 

$31,307 

annually 

Family Income 

Median and mean annually 

Median Mean 

P
A

 $
5

1
,9

0
0

 

U
S
 $

5
2

,1
0

0
 

P
A

 $
7

0
,6

0
0
 

C
o

u
n

ty
 $

7
1
,9

0
0

 

C
o

u
n

ty
 $

8
9
,6

0
0

 

U
S
 $

7
2

,8
0

0
 

The mean figure is the average of all family incomes for the           

geography.  The median figure is the family income at the mid-point 

of all incomes for the geography.  Pennsylvania’s mean family      

income placed at the apex of a typical bell curve compared to the 

median and mean family incomes shows: 

 Both median and mean family incomes in the County are higher 

then median family incomes in Pennsylvania. 

 The United State’s mean family income falls between the    

County’s mean and median incomes, but is just slightly higher 

than the County’s median family income. 

 The median family incomes for Pennsylvania and the United 

States are nearly $20,000 lower than the County’s median. 
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Summary 

Centre County’s labor force grew less than 1% while Pennsylvania’s and the United State’s 

labor force decreased.  Across all workers, wages increased by 6% in the County, but    

wages for all workers decreased for the state and the nation.  Education and healthcare 

continue to be the top industries in all geographies, but the percent of jobs in the sectors 

are much larger in the County.  The second largest industry sector by employment was  

vastly different across all geographies.  There is a larger percentage of government workers 

in the County compared to the state and the nation. 

Private 

76.7% 

Private 

83.6% 

Private 

79.2% 

County PA US 

Government 

17.9% 

Primary Industries 

Industries by employment in the population age 16 and over 

County 

PA 
US 

37.6% 
Education & Healthcare 

25.6% 
Education & Healthcare 

23.2% 
Education & Healthcare 

11.4%, Arts/Recreation 12.3%, Manufacturing 11.6%, Retail Trade 

51.0% 
All other sectors 

62.1% 
All other sectors 

65.2% 
All other sectors 

Class of Workers 

For the employed population age 16 and over 

Government  

14.6% 

Government 

11.1% 
Other 5.4% Other 5.3% Other 6.3% 


